
THE TRUTH ABOUT THE CONVENTION ON  
THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 

Myths and Facts  
 

Introduction:  The CRPD is the first international treaty to address disability rights and was inspired by 

the leadership of the U.S. in enacting the Americans with Disabilities Act. This treaty will extend the values 
of the ADA abroad and improve access for Americans with disabilities, including veterans, who live, work, 
or travel abroad. Ratification of the CRPD costs no additional funds and will require no change to U.S. law. 
Over 250 American disability organizations, 21 veterans service organizations, and 26 faith organizations 
support the CRPD.  The disability community has built strong bipartisan support for the treaty with 
Senators McCain, Moran and Barrasso as leading Republicans and Senators Durbin, Kerry, Harkin, Coons 
and Udall as leading Democrats. Republican leaders and disability champions including President George 
H.W. Bush and Senator Bob Dole have conveyed their support for the disability treaty to the Senate as well. 
The purpose of this document is to dispel myths created by opponents of the treaty and to provide factual 
information in regards to each of the issues.   

 
1. MYTH: Ratification of the CRPD will remove United States authority over disability law and policy and 
subject it to international law. 
THE FACTS:  

 Ratification of the CRPD will not remove U.S. authority over our own laws.  

 The treaty package before the Senate includes a series of Reservations, Understandings, and 
Declarations (RUDs) that ensure U.S. sovereignty is protected.   

o For instance, ratification of the CRPD will require no changes to U.S. law as stated 
in the RUDs.  The RUDs include a declaration confirming current U.S. compliance 
with the treaty, meaning that ratification of the CRPD will require no changes to U.S. 
law - U.S. laws on disability already provide for equal access for persons with 
disabilities.  

o The treaty package includes an understanding that the Committee created by the 
treaty has no authority to compel actions by state parties, and the U.S. does not 
consider its conclusions, recommendations, or general comments as legally binding.  

o The treaty package also includes a declaration that it is non self-executing, meaning 
that the treaty can only be implemented by domestic laws either already in place or 
legislated by Congress or state legislatures.  

 
2. MYTH: Ratification of the CRPD will harm parental rights. 
THE FACTS:  

 The CRPD recognizes and protects the important role of the family and specifically highlights 
the role of parents in raising children with disabilities.  

 Nothing in the treaty affects the rights of parents to make decisions for their children, including 
through the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).  

 The treaty package before the Senate includes an understanding that the terms “best interest of 
the child” will be interpreted as according to U.S. law.  

 Former Governor Dick Thornburgh and Former White House Counsel Boyden Gray confirm 
in a letter of support for the CRPD that it protects parental rights and in fact requires that “(i)n 
no case shall a child be separated from parents on the basis of a disability of either the child or 
one or both of the parents.”  



 
3. MYTH: Ratification of the CRPD will allow for new interpretations of “best interest of the child” and 
will create changes in current U.S. law. 
THE FACTS:  

 The treaty package before the Senate includes an understanding that the terms “best interest of 
the child” will be interpreted according to U.S. law.  
 

4. MYTH: Articles 7 and 23 of the CRPD will mandate sex education for young children. 
THE FACTS:  

 The CRPD is a nondiscrimination treaty that does not require or create any right to sex 
education.  

 If a country chooses to provide sex education programs, it cannot exclude persons with 
disabilities from those programs on the basis of disability.   

 The treaty package before Senate includes an understanding that the terms “best interest of the 
child” will be interpreted according to U.S. law.  Therefore, ratification of the treaty will have 
NO impact on the sex education of children.  

 The treaty package before Senate states that Article 23(1) is a nondiscrimination provision and 
would be implemented through the Americans with Disabilities Act and other federal disability 
statutes.  

 Article 23, entitled “Respect for the Home and the Family,” protects children with disabilities, 
including preventing separation from their parents on the basis of a disability.   

 
5. MYTH: The CRPD works to expand abortion rights around the world and advocates for population 
control. 
THE FACTS:  

 The treaty package before the Senate states clearly that “Article 23(1) does not address 
abortion or any other particular health service. The convention does not affect U.S. law with 
regard to abortion… Article 25 is a nondiscrimination provision and does not address the 
matter of abortion.” 

 The treaty package before the Senate includes an understanding that the treaty is a non-
discrimination instrument and nothing in the treaty addresses the provision of any particular 
health program or procedure. 

 Article 25 does not advocate for population control or impact any policies with regards to 
population control.  Rather, Article 25 guarantees equal access for people with disabilities to 
health services as provided or permitted under domestic law.  

 
6. MYTH: Ratification of the CRPD will change the definition of “disability” and other terms in U.S. law. 
THE FACTS:  

 The treaty package before the Senate includes an understanding that makes clear that the terms 
“disability,” “persons with disabilities,” “undue burden,” “discrimination on the basis of 
disability,” and “reasonable accommodation” are defined for the U.S. coextensively with their 
definitions under U.S. law.  

 
 
 
 



7. MYTH: Ratification of the CRPD will impede upon gun ownership rights. 
THE FACTS:  

 The CRPD does NOT address gun ownership rights in any way and would not limit or change 
state or federal laws on gun ownership rights.   

 
8. MYTH: Ratification of the CRPD will cost money and will require changes to U.S. law. 
THE FACTS:   

 Ratification of the CRPD will require no changes to U.S. law as stated in the RUDs.  The RUDs 
include a declaration confirming current U.S. compliance with the treaty, meaning that 
ratification of the CRPD will require no changes to U.S. law.   

 U.S. laws on disability already provide for equal access for persons with disabilities.  

 The U.S. has no obligation to allocate funds towards the implementation of the treaty by other 
countries.  

 
9. MYTH: Ratification of the CRPD will overrule state law on disability issues. 
THE FACTS:  

 The treaty package before the Senate includes a reservation on federalism to ensure that the 
obligations of the U.S. under the treaty do not limit or change areas that are under state and local 
government authority.    

 
10. MYTH: Ratification of the CRPD will require every facility to be accessible, including every home, small 
business, and church in the United States. 
THE FACTS:  

 The treaty package before the Senate includes a reservation on private conduct.  This makes sure 
that the U.S. does not accept any obligation to regulate private conduct except as mandated by 
the Constitution and the laws of the U.S, including the ADA and the Fair Housing Amendments 
Act.  The ADA does not apply to churches, small employers, and private homes so therefore 
these facilities will not be subjected to the treaty.  

 The Chamber of Commerce supports U.S. ratification of the CRPD.  
 
11. MYTH: Reservations, Understandings, and Declarations are not enough to protect the U.S. from treaty 
obligations.  
THE FACTS:  

 The President cannot proceed to ratify a treaty without giving effect to the RUDs approved by 
the Senate.   

 The Senate has a long tradition of careful consideration and frequent adoption of limited 
RUDs, as is the case here.  

 Any claims that RUDs do not have the force of the law are contrary to the long-held position 
articulated by the Senate regardless of which party is in control.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



12. MYTH: Ratification of the CRPD is simply a ploy to get other treaties ratified like the Convention the 
Rights of the Child and Law of the Sea Treaty.  
THE FACTS:  

 Ratification of the CRPD applies only to the CRPD and no other treaties.  

 The CRPD does not involve and will have no influence on other treaties that the U.S. has not 
ratified.   

 The CRPD adopts the nondiscrimination model for persons with disabilities already found in 
the ADA and other U.S. disability laws and, with the RUDs, would require absolutely no 
changes to existing Federal or State law.   

 It is the American disability community, many of whom participated in the drafting of the 
treaty, who have been leading the ratification effort in the United States.  

 
13. MYTH: Ratification of the CRPD will obligate the U.S. to enact new economic, social, and cultural 
rights. 
THE FACTS:  

 The treaty does not create any new rights, including any new economic, social and cultural 
rights. Rather, as a non-discrimination treaty, it requires the U.S. merely to ensure to persons 
with disabilities the enjoyment of recognized rights on an equal basis with others. 

 
14. MYTH: Ratification of the treaty will put a UN Committee of experts in charge of U.S. law. 
THE FACTS:  

 The UN Committee created by the treaty can give only advice and make recommendations in 
response to reports filed by individual countries.  

 The U.S. is not required to follow any such advice or recommendations.  

 The treaty package before the Senate includes an understanding about the limited role of the 
Committee, including that the Committee has no authority to compel actions by states parties 
and the understanding that the U.S. does not consider its recommendations, advice or 
conclusions as international law or legally binding in any manner.  


