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        November 2015 

Mission: Idaho Parents Unlimited supports, 
empowers, educates and advocates to enhance the 
quality of life for Idahoans with disabilities and their 
families. 

 

 
 
Visit http://www.ipulidaho.org/ for registration 
and location information for all events. 
 

                    

 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 
-November 7- IPUL on a Roll Tour.  
To register visit: http://tour.ipulidaho.org/. 
-November 6-8- Book Sale 
Boise Public Library 762 River St. in the friends warehouse 
Nov. 6th 9am-8pm/ Nov. 7th 9am-5pm/ Nov. 8th 12-5pm  
-November 7- Idaho Federation of Families for Children's Mental 
Health - Awards Luncheon. Register by clicking here 
-November 9-13- Idaho State Independent Living Council 
Town Hall meetings will be held around the State to help develop the 
2017-19 State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL) 
For details click here 
-November 9- Treasure Valley Autism Society 
Monthly Educational Presentation: Sleep Disorders and Sleep Studies 
7-9 PM St. Luke’s Meridian Medical Center 
-November 11- IPUL Presents: 
Parent and Professional Collaboration.  
Locations:  Pocatello, Boise and CDA. The workshops are from 
6-9pm. Check out our Events Calendar for details and locations. 
-November 12- Free Health Screenings for Adults (18+) with no 
insurance, or limited access to preventative care.  
ISU-Meridian Health Science Center-1311 East Central Drive in 
Meridian from 4-7 pm. 
-November 23- Sensory Integration Training: 
512 6th Street Rupert 5:30-7:00. Questions? Call 208-436-4911 
-November 24- IPUL Webinar Series- Parent and Professional 
Collaboration- 11 and 9 pm MST- View our Events Calendar for 
details on how to register.  
-November is Diabetes Awareness Month. Learn the signs and 
symptoms! For more information Click here. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.ipulidaho.org/
http://tour.ipulidaho.org/
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ebk76b2z3f4197ae&oseq&c&ch
http://www.silc.idaho.gov/
http://ipulidaho.org/events-calendar/month.calendar/2015/10/24/6%7C2%7C3%7C23%7C22%7C24
http://ipulidaho.org/events-calendar/month.calendar/2015/10/24/6%7C2%7C3%7C23%7C22%7C24
http://www.diabetes.org/diabetes-basics/?loc=db-slabnav


 

Parent Training and Information Center - IDEA Part D  
 

IPUL Parent Quick Facts 
 
Idaho Parents Unlimited is frequently asked about eligibility for special education and related services.  Families tell us 
that they think their child automatically qualifies for an Individualized Education Program (IEP) when they have a 
particular diagnosis. In some cases, their child’s pediatrician or another medical professional may tell them their child 
will be eligible due to diagnosis.  This is not necessarily correct information, so this month’s parent quick facts is all 
about the three pronged approach toward eligibility. 
 
Three Pronged Approach Toward Eligibility 
 
1. The student has a disability according to the established Idaho Criteria;  
 
2. the student’s condition adversely affects academic performance; and  
 
3. the student needs special education, that is, specially designed instruction and related services;  
 
In other words, first - that diagnosis is definitely important.  A child’s diagnosis must be such that is within one of the 
eligibility categories.  These include:  
 
A. Autism 
B. Cognitive Impairment  
C. Deaf-Blindness 
D. Deafness  
E. Developmental Delay 
F. Emotional Disturbance 
G. Health Impairment  
H. Hearing Impairment  
I. Learning Disability 
J. Multiple Disabilities 
K. Orthopedic Impairment  
L. Speech or Language Impairment: Language 
M. Speech or Language Impairment: Speech 
N. Traumatic Brain Injury 
O. Visual Impairment Including Blindness 
 
A full description can be found in the Idaho Special Education Manual on beginning on page 49 
 
The second prong of the approach asks whether or not the child’s disability is adversely affecting his her education, 
and finally, the last question is whether or not the child needs specialized instruction as a result.  If you are able to 
answer yes to the first two questions and the child’s needs can be met through accommodations rather than 
specialized instruction, then the child may benefit from a 504 plan rather than an IEP.  
 
To learn more about the eligibility process, visit Chapter 4 of the Idaho Special Education manual at the Idaho State 
Department of Education at: http://www.sde.idaho.gov/specialeducation/docs/Manual/Chapter4.pdf 
 
To learn more about the differences between a 504 plan and an IEP, visit:  
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/special-services/504-plan/the-difference-between-ieps-and-504-pl
ans 
 

 

 

http://www.sde.idaho.gov/specialeducation/docs/Manual/Chapter4.pdf
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/special-services/504-plan/the-difference-between-ieps-and-504-plans
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/special-services/504-plan/the-difference-between-ieps-and-504-plans


 

Family to Family Health Information Center - Idaho Family Voices 
 

Close the Gap - The Healthy Idaho Plan 
 

As the 2015 open enrollment period for purchasing health insurance begins in November, more than 78,000 
people will find themselves in a coverage gap.  In fact, during last year’s open enrollment period 
approximately 40,000 individuals discovered this very fact.  So, what is the coverage gap?  
 
According to Close the Gap Idaho, these are people who earn too much to qualify for Medicaid but not 
enough for the tax credits to help them purchase coverage on the health insurance exchange. In other 
words, they’re hard-working Idahoans - and likely you know someone or you are in this coverage gap.  
 
IPUL recognizes that the vast majority of our children have some form of health insurance coverage in our 
state. However, when their parents are not covered, the entire family is at risk.  Healthy, hard working 
parents are necessary to raise their children - even more so when their children have disabilities and complex 
health care needs.  
 
Every story shared can make a difference in finding a solution to the coverage gap.  If you have a story you 
would be willing to share, visit: http://closethegapidaho.org/share-your-story-help-make-a-difference/ 
 
One such solution is the Healthy Idaho Plan.  It not only addresses the issues that affect individual Idahoans 
and their lack of health insurance, but it also addresses economic issues including education.  Take a look: 
http://www.healthyidaho.org/ 
 
If you have any questions or want to know how to get involved just drop us a line or give us a call us at Idaho 
Parents Unlimited.  
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http://www.healthyidaho.org/


 

Idaho Parents Unlimited App 
  
 
Keep up-to-date on all IPUL events and Community 
news/events through facebook posts right from your 
phone with IPUL’s new app: 
 
Click here from your Android phone, or scan this QR 
code:  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Your Health Idaho - Idaho’s Health Insurance 
Marketplace - Open Enrollment 

 
The Open Enrollment Period for 2015 coverage is over. Open 
Enrollment for 2016 coverage starts November 1, 2015. 
Until then, you can still get 2015 coverage: 
 
● If you qualify for a Special Enrollment Period due to a 
life change like marriage, having a baby, or losing 
other coverage 

 
● Through Medicaid and the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program, which provide coverage to 
families and individuals with limited income or other 
reasons. 

 
● Gather everything you need (PDF) before you call or 
log in. See 2015 plans and prices before you apply. 

 
Can I still get coverage for 2015? 

 
Important dates for 2016 enrollment: 
 
● November 1, 2015: Open Enrollment starts — first 
day you can enroll in a 2016 Marketplace plan 

 
● January 1, 2016: First date 2016 coverage can start 

 
● January 31, 2016: 2016 Open Enrollment ends 

 
If you don’t enroll in a 2016 plan by January 31, 2016, you 
can’t enroll in a health insurance plan for 2016 unless you 
qualify for a Special Enrollment Period. 
 
Medicaid, CHIP, and SHOP – apply any time 
There’s no limited enrollment period for Medicaid or the 
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP). You can apply 
any time. 
 
● There’s also no limited enrollment period for small 
businesses to enroll in SHOP coverage for their 
employees. You can apply any time. 

 
For more information: 
https://www.healthcare.gov/marketplace-deadlines/key-dates/ 
(Source) 
  

 

 

 

 

http://ipulidaho.org/resourceattachments/IPULAndriod.apk
https://www.healthcare.gov/coverage-outside-open-enrollment/special-enrollment-period/
https://www.healthcare.gov/medicaid-chip/
https://www.healthcare.gov/medicaid-chip/
https://marketplace.cms.gov/outreach-and-education/apply-for-or-renew-coverage.pdf
https://www.healthcare.gov/see-plans/
https://www.healthcare.gov/screener/
https://www.healthcare.gov/screener/
https://www.healthcare.gov/glossary/special-enrollment-period
https://www.healthcare.gov/medicaid-chip/
https://www.healthcare.gov/medicaid-chip/
https://www.healthcare.gov/small-businesses/provide-shop-coverage/shop-marketplace-overview/
https://www.healthcare.gov/marketplace-deadlines/key-dates/


 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Staff & Board 
IPUL Staff 

 
Angela Lindig, Executive 
Director 
 
Jennifer Zielinski, 
Program/Parent Education 
Coordinator 
 
Amy Ireland, North Parent 
Education Coordinator 
 
Brandi Shaffer, East Parent 
Education Coordinator 
 
Heather Kirk Skinner, 
Statewide Arts Education 
Coordinator 
 
Rosario Beagarie, Bilingual 
Parent Education Coordinator 
 
Candace Garman, Bookkeeper 
 
Will Dickerson, IT Specialist 
 
Board of Directors 

 
North: 
Lisa Richards Evans 
Darci Graves 
 
Southwest: 
James Turner 
Amber Mausling 
Heidi Caldwell 
Anthony Thomsen 
 
South Central: 
Jason Bobango 
 
East: 
Vacancy 
 
Join the IPUL Board of 
Directors!  Contact 
www.ipulidaho.org 

ARTS 

 
Idaho Parents Unlimited/ VSA Idaho’s Creative Access, an artist in residence, program is 
delighted to announce we will again receive funding for the 2015-2016 year from The 
Kennedy Center via VSA, the international organization on arts and disability.  The VSA 
program was founded more than 35 years ago by Ambassador Jean Kennedy Smith to 
provide arts and education opportunities for people with disabilities and increase access to 
the arts for all. 

We recently received another amazing donation from The Race to Robie Creek “Rocky 
Mountain Sail Toads.”  They have so generously supported our arts programming for the 
past several years and made it possible for many children to receive the benefits of arts 
education. Thank you!!! 

Our Creative Access program is also made possible by funding through the Idaho 
Commission On the Arts. Founded in 1966, the Idaho Commission on the Arts endeavors to 
provide quality experiences in the arts for all Idahoans. 

Additionally, our arts education programming is supported by our partners at the Idaho State 
Department of Education whose vision of supporting schools and students to achieve is the 
foundation for everything they do. 

Despite all of the amazing support from our funders, our arts programming functions on thin 
margin and we need your help to ensure that our programming will continue on for future 
generations of students to sing, dance, write and perform.  

 

Donations can be made on our website www.ipulidaho.org  
If you would like to know more about our arts education programming, please contact 
Heather@ipulidaho.org. For more about VSA International  please visit: VSA, The 
International Organization on Arts and Disability. 

                                            

The contents of this electronic newsletter were developed under a Cooperative Agreement from the US 
Department of Education, Office of Special Education (OSEP) Grant #H328M140020 and the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services, Health Resources Services Administration (HRSA) Family to 
Family Health Information Center Grant # H84MC12896.  However, the contents do not necessarily 
represent the policy of the either department, and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal 
Government.  
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